Thirty years ago, our journal was discussing the concept of "innovation". At that time, innovation was understood as a merely technological issue. To challenge this traditional understanding our journal was dedicated to contributing to an appropriate understanding of innovation beyond a merely technological understanding: What about the political framework, rules and regulations, incentives and disincentives? What about the civil society that shapes technology development by influencing the social acceptance of new technologies, for instance of biotechnology, or of production and use of nuclear energy? These are the issues our journal was dealing with, and more specifically in a European context.
modern ICTs. In the view of the author this has contributed to respond to vital needs, nondiscrimination and the creation of equal opportunities.
The world-wide economic turmoil in 2008 had a strong impact on the socio-economic development of the European Member States: it resulted in a decrease of demand and a slow-down of convergence in the EU. As in a period of crisis macro-stabilisation policies are short-term oriented and, in turn, ignore policy options related to long-term outcomes these policies seemed to be largely ineffective for a sound recovery in a view of the reestablishment of sustainable growth patterns.
In the view of Celia Torrecillas, Bruno B. Fischer and Andrea Sánchez a science, technology and innovation oriented framework of reference would be useful to overcome this situation. The impact of public expenditures in R&D on economic growth and employment can be seen as a "potential dual role" of R&D in economic policies. Firstly, the contribution looks at the direct short-term impacts arising from R&D expenditures and their multiplier effect. Secondly, the authors analyse impacts from the stage of development of National Innovation Systems (NIS) on the macroeconomic conditions of growth and employment.
The article is based on an empirical test of the development in 28 EU Member States (1990-2013) through three sets of econometric (static and dynamic panel data) models. Results highlight that EU countries' governmental commitment to their respective innovation systems catalyses current and prospective economic growth and employment levels, suggesting a complementarity between Neo-Schumpeterian and Neo-Keynesian perceptions over governmental R&D involvement. This can bring innovation efforts closer to the macroeconomic debate on monetary and fiscal policies and function as a criticism to austerity measures: austerity measures do not only affect the present socio-economic situation, but also generate the cornerstone for a perennial state of divergence among the EU Member States.
In their contribution "Creating value, not wasting resources: sustainable innovation strategies", André P. Slowak & Max Regenfelder underline that society has overused natural resources. Hence, companies are confronted with the need to look at products and services to become sustainable. The paper characterises the mechanisms and logic that make "[environmentally] sustainable innovation strategies". Those mechanisms highlight multiple value creation and sustaining value beyond the original new product lifecycle and avoid creating waste. The paper illustrates the concept with examples from two industries.
The issue of environmentally sustainable development is further examined by Johanna Klewitz. In her analysis "Grazing, exploring and networking for sustainability-oriented innovations in learning-action networks" she focuses on the perspective of the small and medium size enterprises. She argues that a sustainability strategy supports the endeavour of the SMEs to conquer niche markets by increasing efficiency and effectiveness. The business networks play a crucial role as they enhance knowledge about sustainable production and impact on organisational structures and capabilities. The research on which the article is based explores in a longitudinal multi-case study, how the interaction with the knowledge network can condition an SME's strategic orientation. In the analysis of a learning-action network established by a research institute, three network-patterns (grazer, explorer and networker) are identified as a result from different SME boundaryspanning processes.
Finally, a note on the further development of the journal. European integration and enlargement pose fundamental challenges for policy, politics, citizenship, culture and democracy. Innovation: The European Journal of Social Science Research provides a unique forum for discussing these processes. It welcomes articles on all aspects of European developments that contribute to the improvement of social science knowledge and to the setting of a policy-focused European research agenda. Innovation -The European Journal for the Advancement of the Social Sciences is an interdisciplinary and transdisciplinary journal. It is not committed to any social science discipline, or any specific school of thoughts. The only criteria for the publication of contributions are scientific quality, originality, appropriateness for the readership of the journal and fit with the aims of the journal.
The journal has recently celebrated its 30th anniversary. 1 This was a quite suitable occasion for the organisation of a workshop in the Austrian Parliament to underline the importance of the social sciences to inform politicians and stakeholders on current policy issues to enhance evidence based decisions and to empower the civil society to influence political decisions.
The activities for a forceful relaunch comprise structural changes (inclusion of Prof. Dienel as second editor-in-chief and staff members of TUB -Nexus as members of the editorial board) and a more concise editorial policy concentrating on the current problems of the European Union and potential problem-solving concepts.
The Editors in Chief are from 2018 onwards of Ronald J Pohoryles, The European Association for the Advancement of Social Sciences and Hans-Liudger Dienel, TU Berlin and nexus Institute for co-operation management and interdisciplinary research (nexus institute). Associate editors are Alice Vadrot, University of Cambridge, Centre for Science and Policy and University of Vienna, Department for Political Science, Dorothea Tommasi, London School of Economics, The European Institute, Angela Jain, nexus Institute for co-operation management and interdisciplinary research, Hannah Ulbrich, TU Berlin and Thomas Pfister, Zeppelin University.
We all thank you for your sustainable support of our journal.
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